Ethnological Survey of the Sudan
Egyptian culture all over the globe it is peculiar that the
evidence for its influence among the Negroid peoples of
the Sudan is so slight. Nevertheless, Prof. Seligman is
of the opinion that Egyptian influence is discernable in
the practice of the Nuer and Dinka of artificially training
the horns of bullocks, in the use of a peculiar type of harp
among the Azande, in what he considers to be pseudo-
mummification among the Lotuko, and in the identifica-
tion of the Deity with the sun among the Ingassana and
Burun peoples of Dar Fung.
The influence of Arabic-speaking peoples on the negroid
communities of the Southern Sudan has been disastrous,
owing to the conditions under which contacts were made.
Slave dealers, generally called " Turks " or " Nubians "
(they were largely Danagla), raided the south for slaves
and ivory for nearly three-quarters of a century, and it
was not until the recon quest by Anglo-Egyptian forces
that their influence ceased.
Adventurers founded stations among the negroid peoples,
and from these they raided the surrounding country in
ever-widening circles of destruction. Their victims were
helpless against fire-arms. Captives were either sold as
slaves or compelled to live near the stations as serfs.
The well-organized Zande kingdoms were usually left in
peace ; while the Shilluk state firmly resisted the Mahdist
forces. The Nuer and inland Dinka tribes, partly owing
to the difficulties their country offers to an invader, and
partly, no doubt, on account of their warlike qualities,
escaped constant pillage and tyranny. The Nuba of
southern Kordofan held out in their hill fastnesses against
every effort to subdue them, and, in spite of heavy losses,
maintained their freedom. The Ingassana of the Tabi
Hills were also unconquered.
But even such powerful communities as those of the
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